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Presentation Overview

e Background of the review
* Review process

e Key issues that are the subject of the review
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2018 vs 1973

A lot has changed
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PR Act Review — Phase 1

Minister approved
PROV’s Issues Paper ———

Next steps ....

Informed by
Minister’s feedback

/|1l ofice Vicroria

Issues Paper sent to
organisations to
which PR Act applies
— feedback sought

PROV provides Minister
with:
e Consultation
Report
e Policy Paper

Feedback received
from organisations

PROV analyses
feedback
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Issues Paper

e Jurisdiction e Review of decisions

e Standards  Alignment with

. other legislation
e Compliance

* Roles and
* Access to records responsibilities

* Disposal and » Other issues
transfer of records
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Jurisdiction

Key issues:

e Who and what should be covered by the PR Act?

e How can the jurisdiction of the PR Act be maintained
as the public service changes?
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Standards

Key issues:

e Should the Keeper retain authority to establish
records management standards?

e Should records management standards be mandatory
for all Victorian government organisations and their
employees?
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Compliance

Key issues:

e What is the best mechanism for inspecting, monitoring and
reporting compliance with the PR Act?

e What should the range of offences and penalties be?

e Should penalties for offences under the PR Act be increased to
align with penalties in similar Victorian Acts?

e Should the PR Act specify the mechanism for prosecutions?
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Access to Records

Key issues:

Should all public records be open by default after a period of time
unless there are certain grounds for restricting access?

Should records be open by default upon transfer?
Are the current closure periods adequate?

Should the authority to close records/provide for special access lie
with the Keeper or the Minister?

Should there be mandatory public reporting on closure decisions?

Should the mechanism for seeking to vary an access closure
decision be through a formal appeals process?
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Disposal and Transfer of Records

e What should the appropriate trigger be to transfer records?

e Should the organisation head being required to undertake a
formal disposal program?

e Should the Keeper be able to compel organisations to transfer
records if they are not able to justify their continued need for
the records?
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Review of Decisions

Key issue:

e Should there be an appeals mechanism that is applicable to a
range of decisions (including closure and access)?
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Alignment with Other Legislation

Key issues:

e Should the closure provisions align with FOI Act and PDP Act?

e Should the Keeper’s authorisation be required for amending
or annotating records?
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Roles and Responsibilities

Advisory body Head of a Public Office
e What should its role and e Should there be a statement
powers be? setting out their
Keeper of Public Records recordkeeping
, responsibilities?
 Arethe Keeper’s current _

office be responsible for
ensuring compliance with
the PR Act irrespective of
whether a service is
delivered by their
organisation or externally on
their behalf?

e Should the PR Act include a
statement of the
independence of the
Keeper?
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Other Issues

e Statement of purpose
 Plain English and gender neutral language
e Governance of public records not in government custody

e Co-creation of records
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